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which deputed him, in conjunction with Albertus Magnus and three
others, to draw up rules for studies, which are still extant in the acts of
that chapter. In 1261, Urban IV called St Thomas to Rome, and, by
his order, the general appointed him to teach here. The pope, however,
obliged him always to attend his person. Thus it happened that the saint
taught and preached in all the towns where that pope ever resided, as
in Rome, Viterbo, Orvieto, Fondi, and Perugia. He also taught at
Bologna, Naples, etc.

The fruits of his preaching were no less wonderful than those of his
pen. Whilst he was preaching on Good Friday on the love of God for
man, and our ingratitude to him, his whole auditory melted into tears
to such a degree that he was obliged to stop several times that they
might recover themselves. His discourse on the following Sunday, con-
cerning the glory of Christ, and the happiness of those who rise with
him by grace, was no less pathetic and affecting. William of Tocco
adds, that as the saint was coming out of St Peter's Church the same
day, a woman was cured of the bloody flux by touching the hem of his
garment. The conversion of two considerable Rabbins seemed still a
greater miracle. St Thomas had held a long conference with them at
a casual meeting in Cardinal Richard's villa, and they agreed to resume
it the next day. The saint spent the foregoing night in prayer at the
foot of the altar. The next morning these two most obstinate Jews came
to him of their own accord, not to dispute, but to embrace the faith, and
were followed by many others. In the year 1263 the Dominicans held
their fortieth general chapter in London. The first part of his theological
Summ, St Thomas composed at Bologna: he was called thence to Naples*
Here it was that, according to Tocco and others, Dominick Caserte
beheld him, while in fervent prayer, raised from the ground, and heard
a voice from the crucifix directed to him in these words: "Thou hast
written well of me, Thomas; what recompense dost thou desire? " He
answered, " No other than thyself, O Lord."

From the 6th of December in 1273 to the 7th of March following,
the day of his death, he neither dictated nor wrote anything on theo-
logical matters. He from that time laid aside his studies to fix his thoughts
and heart entirely on eternity, and to aspire with the greatest ardour and
most languishing desires to the enjoyment of God in perfect love. Pope
Gregory X had called a general council, the second of Lyons, with the
view of extinguishing the Greek schism, and raising succours to defend
the holy land against the Saracens. The ambassadors of the Emperor
Michael Palseologus, together with the Creek prelates, were to assist at
it. The council was to meet on the ist of May, in 1274. His holiness,
by brief directed to our saint, ordered him to repair thither, and to pre-
pare himself to defend the catholic cause against the Greek schismatics.
Q